
Reply t o :  June F. Krauser 
2308 N.E. 19 th  Ave. 
Ft .  Lauderdale, FL 33305 

August 26, 1981 

TO: BOARD OF GOVERNORS, UNITED STATES MASTERS SWIMMING 

RE: PROPOSED WREUDMENTS TO MASTERS SWIMMING CODE AND 
MASTERS SWIMMING RULES 

Attached are  22 o f  36 amendment -proposals rece ived by June 
30, 1981 which the  Rules Committee voted t o  p resent  t o  the  
Board o f  Governors. I have submitted r u l e s  1-2-3-4-5-6. 
Many hours have been spent s c r u t i n i z i n g  the  Swimming Rule 
Book t r y i n g  t o  come up w i t h  s o m  wording t h a t  w i l l  he lp  
Masters Swinming w i t h  regards t o  Reg is t ra t ions ,  Sanctions, 
etc.. Someday we might  have t o  w r i t e  our own book, b u t  I 
hate t o  copy a l l  o f  the  Competi t ive Stroke Rules and the  
sec t i on  on O f f i c i a l s  and Running Meets a t  t h i s  time. 
Please check these items over c a r e f u l l y ;  a l l  suggestions 
wi 11 be we1 come. 

A t  the  present t ime we do n o t  have any r u l e s  as t o  how 
t o  propose amendments t o  o u r  Code ( inc luded i n  number 2 )  
and so I have inc luded them here. I have i n i t i a t e d  a 
L e g i s l a t i o n  Committee t h a t  would handle them i n  t h e  fu tu re .  

S incere ly ,  

June F. Krauser 
Masters Swimming Rules Chairman 

LIFETIME VIGOROUS SWIMMING FOR FUN. SPORT AND HEALTH 



MS-1 Page 133 - Add new Sect ion I V  and change I V  t o  V 
I V  ATHLETES AND ATHLETIC EVENTS - Refer t o  Appendix D,  page 152 f o r  LMSC T e r r i t o r i  
& Rea. #. - 

(A) Membership of  Athletes--All swimmers competing i n  events  sanct ioned by Masters . 
swimming must be r eg i s t e red .  
C1) Athle te  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i s  f o r  a calendar  year  period. Swimmers applying 

f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  on o r  a f t e r  N& w i l l  be i ssued  a r e g i s t r a t i o n  card . 
v a l i d  through December 31 of t h e  following year .  

( 2 )  Athle te  r e g i s t r a t i o n  forms may be obtained from t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  chair-  
man of t h e  L M C .  The form, f u l l y  completed, s h a l l  be  submitted with 
t h e  app l i cab le  f e e  t o  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  chairman of t h e  LMSC, who s h a l l  
i s s u e  a r e g i s t r a t i o n  card. 

(3) The annual r e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e  i s  composed of t h e  following elements: 
-(a) A n a t i o n a l  s p o r t  f e e  e s t ab l i shed  by t h e  Board of D i rec to r s  o r  t h e  

Board of Governors. 
+.@) A l o c a l  f e e  e s t ab l i shed  o r  approved by the  LMSC. 

t h e  LMS C. 

t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  l is t .  
(B) Sanctions-- A l l  Masters swimming competition must be  sanct ioned by t h e  LMSC 

wi th in  w h o s e t e r r i t o r i a l  limits t h e  event  i s  he ld .  
(1) ~ e q u i r e m e n t s :  

(a) No sanc t ion  of any event w i l l  be  granted with t h e  word "Olympic", 
A - o r  any d e r i v a t i v e  t h e r e o f ,  i s  used i n  any manner i n  connection with 

s a i d  event unless  consent i s  obtained from USS. 
(b) A l l  sanc t ions  must be s igned by t h e  LMSC's r e g i s t r a t i o n  chairman 

o r  h i s  designee, and a record  thereof  must be r e t a ined  i n  a book 
kept  f o r  such purpose. 

(c) The following c l ause  w i l l  appear on a l l  s anc t ion  app l i ca t ion  forms 
\ and on a l l  f o r m  upon which o f f i c i a l  sanc t ions  a r e  granted:  "In nu ' 1  3 gran t ing  t h i i  s anc t ion  i t  i s  understood and agreed t h a t  USMS s h a l l  

. 8  

0 S M  S be f r e e  from any l i a b i l i t i e s  o r  claims f o r  damages a r i s i n g  by reason 
of i n j u r i e s  t o  anyone during t h e  conduct of  t h e  event". 

(d) Application f o r  sanc t ions  must be accompanied by a copy o f  t h e  
e n t r y  blank and applicable fee .  

s anc t ion  fee  s h a l l  be as es t ab l i shed  by t h e  LMSC. 
f u r t h e r  s anc t ion  w i l l  be given t o  any organiza t ion  which has  

a i l e d  t o  give awards a s  s t a t e d  on the  en t ry  bl.ank. 
(C) Conditions--All sanct ioned events  a r e  sub jec t  t o  t h e  fol lowing condi t ions :  

(1) No swimmers' e n t r y  w i l l  be  accepted unless  he  is reg i s t e red .  
(2) The r e g i s t r a t i o n  number of each swimmer must accompany t h e  en t ry  blank 

and h i s  a f f i l i a t i o n  must b e  displayed a f t e r  h i s  name on t h e  h e a t  s h e e t  
o r  i n  the  program. 

(3) Entry blanks and programs must bea r  t h e  s tatement:  "Held under t h e  
sanc t ion  of United S t a t e s  Masters Swimming, Inc.", and the  

. -  . _  -. LMSC. 
(D) Competition Outside t h e  United S t a t e s  

(1) Any competitor tour ing  i n  a fore ign  country i n  from t h e  
n a t i o n a l  Masters Swimming r q ~ i s t r a t i o n  chairman o r  h i s  desi.gnee, a 

/ w r i t t e n  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  p e r m i z ~ o n  
country. RE6 .  C 4  R D 

(E) Representat ion -& 
(1) I n  o r d e r  f o r  a swimmer t o  compete as a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of a club o r  

o t h e r  organiza t ion ,  t h a t  organiza t ion  must be a member i n  good s t and ing  
of t h e  LMSC and t h e  United S t a t e s  Masters Swimming, Inc.. 



(2) A swimmer need not  r e s i d e  i n  t h e  LMSC t e r r i t o r y  i n  which t h e  c lub  he 
r ep resen t s  is loca ted .  46\ 

' @  A J O  
(3) To t r a n s f e r  r ep resen ta t ion  from one club(<rganization t o  ano the r ,  a 

swimmer must s e rve  one hundred and twenty consecutive days with- 
out  having repregented any c lub/organiza t ion  i n  competi t ion,  r ega rd le s s  .. -4 

(4) When t r a n s f e r r i n g  from one LMSC t o  another ,  a swimmer s h a l l  p re sen t  
a t r a n s f e r  from h i s  previous LMSC i n d i c a t i n g  h i s  l a s t  d a t e  of  competition. 

(5) An unat tached competi tor  is a r e g i s t e r e d  swimmer who rep resen t s  no club 
o r  o t h e r  organiza t ion .  

(6) A l l  app l i ca t ions  f o r  changes of r e g i s t r a t i o n  ( inc luding  t r a n s f e r s )  must 
be  accompanied by a reasonable f e e  t o  be determined by t h e  l o c a l  r e g i s t r a -  
t i o n  committee i n  t h e  LMSC i n  which t h e  swimmer w i l l  be r e g i s t e r e d  a f t e r  
the  change of r e g i s t r a t i o n .  

Page 133 - (K) Amendments - d e l e t e  (2) and add the  fol lowing:  
(2) An amendment may be  proposed only by a l o c a l  Masters Swimming Committee, 

a duly c o n s t i t u t e d  committee o r  t h e  Board of  D i rec to r s .  A l l  proposed 
amendments t o  Rules f o r  Masters Swimming (Par t  IV) s h a l l  be  considered 
by t h e  Rules Committee f o r  r e p o r t  and recommendation t o  t h e  Board of 
Governors, and a l l  o t h e r  proposed amendments t o  t h e  Code s h a l l  be 
considered by t h e  Leg i s l a t ion  Committee f o r  r epor t  and recommendation 
t o  t h e  Board of Governors, i n  such form as t o  show t h e  e n t i r e  s e c t i o n  
as i t  w i l l  read  i f  adopted, wi th  any changes i n  language under l ined  i f  
new and l i n e d  out  i f  de le ted .  

(3) A l l  proposed amendments t o  t h e  Code o t h e r  than P a r t  I V  (Rules f o r  Masters 
swimming) s h a l l  be submit ted t o  t h e  chairman of t h e  Leg i s l a t ion  Committee 
not  l a s s  than  75 days p r i o r  t o  t h e  f i r s t  day of  t h e  annual meeting of t h e  
Board of Governors. 

(4) A l l  proposed amendments t o  P a r t  I V  s h a l l  be  submitted t o  t h e  Rules Chair- 
man not  less than 90 days p r i o r  t o  t h e  f i r s t  day of the  annual  meeting 
of t h e  Board of Governors. 

(5) A proposed amendment may be modified i n  any manner by t h e  Board of  
Governors while  under cons idera t ion ,  bu t  such modif ica t ion  must be 
germane t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  ma t t e r  of the  proposed amendment. 

(6) A l l  proposed amendments t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  Masters Swimming Code of 
Regulations and Rules f o r  Masters Swimming s h a l l  be  published and mailed 
t o  a l l  members of t h e  Board of Govemors n o t  l e s s  than one month p r i o r  
t o  t h e  annual  meeting of the Board of Governors. 

(7) A major i ty  of the  members of t h e  Board of Governors p re sen t  a t  a l e g a l  
meeting can a l t e r ,  amend, o r  r e p e a l  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  r u l e s  f o r  Masters 
Swimming i n  Sec t ion  I V .  

(8) Al l  amendments approved a s  p re sc r ibed  s h a l l  become e f f e c t i v e  on January 1 
of t h e  yea r  fol lowing t h e i r  adoption unless  otherwise s p e c i f i e d  a t  t ime 
of adoption. 

. MS-3 Page 138 - ( I )  Records - Dele te  and s u b s t i t u t e  t h e  fol lowing:  

Record - The f a s t e s t  time by an 
i n  USMS sanct ioned competition. 



U.S. Open Masters Swimming Record - The f a s t e s t  time by any swimmer 
i n  each event i n  USMS sanct ioned competition. 
World Masters Swimming Record - The f a s t e s t  time by any swimmer i n  
each event i n  Masters Swimming competition i n  50 meter pools .  

(2) Recognized d i s t ances  and s t rokes  a s  l i s t e d  i n  Sec t ion  I V  (GI. 
(3) Requirements 

(a) Records must be made i n  accordance wi th  a l l  p e r t i n e n t  r u l e s  o f  
Masters Swinming. 

(b) A record can only be made i n  s t i l l  water. 
(c) Records e s t a b l i s h e d  by a swimmer i n  t h e  f i r s t  l e g  of a r e l a y  race 

s h a l l  be acceptable  a s  ind iv idua l  performances provided t h a t  a l l  
app l i cab le  r u l e s  have been complied with. 

(d) Records s e t  ou t s ide  of the  United S t a t e s  s h a l l  be appl ied  f o r  on 
o f f i c i a l  record app l i ca t ion  forms and a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  a l l  p e r t i n e n t  
requirements.  

(e) Records must be achieved i n  the  r e l evan t  stroke-event i .e.,  a back- 
s t r o k e  record must be s e t  i n  a backstroke even t ,  e t c .  Records s e t  
i n  f r e e s t y l e  events  can be submitted only a s  f r e e s t y l e  records 
r ega rd le s s  of t h e  s t r o k e  o r  s t rokes  used. 
S p l i t  times recorded by completely automatic o f f i c i a t i n g  equipment 

-- s h a l l  be o f f i c i a l  f o r  all purposes provided t h e  swimmer completes + t h e  f u l l  scheduled d i s t ance  of the  event .  
(g) Record times r e g i s t e r e d  by automatic equipment s h a l l  be  submit ted 

i n  hundredths of a second (two decimal p laces) .  I f  times a r e  t i e d  
t o  1 0 0 t h ~  seconds, t h e  r e s u l t s  s h a l l  be dec lared  a t i e  and records 
shared by each swimmer thus  t i e d .  

@I) When a record i s  claimed an o f f i c i a l  record a p p l i c a t i o n  form s h a l l  
be f i l l e d  o u t ,  s igned by t h e  designated o f f i c i a l s ,  and t ransmi t ted  
immediately following performance, wi th  a l l  suppor t ing  d a t a ,  i n c l u  a 

' o f f i c i a l  meet r e s u l t s ,  t h e  primary p r i n t o u t  tape  andlor  copy of t h e  
e n t r y  card  with t h e  t imers  s igna tu res  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  Records Chair- . 
man. Respons ib i l i ty  f o r  t h i s  l i e s  wi th  e i t h e r  t h e  records  chairman, 
t h e  recorder  of records o r  t h e  o f f i c i a l  s c o r e r  of the  meet. 

MS-4 Page 135 - (F) Times (2) - add t h e  fol lowing sentence:  
Exception: I f  t h e  National  Lone. Course Championship ends before  August 31. t imes 
t o  bk considered f o r  records an: Top Ten l i s t i n g  fo; Long Course w i i l  be extended 
t o  and inc lude  t h e  d a t e  of August 31. 

MS-5 CHANGEALL WORDING THROUGHOUT THE CODE OF REGULATIONS AND RULES FOR MASTERS 
SWIMMING TO USE THE TERMINOLOGY UNITED STATES MASTERS SWIMMING, INC.  AND ELIM- 
INATE THE WORDING OF LETTERS AAU. 

MS-6 Page 127 - Add t h e  fol lowing before  s t a r t i n g  wi th  t h e  Code: 

DEFINITIONS: 
Association--means a group of a t h l e t i c  clubs i n  a c e r t a i n  geographic a r e a  which 
been recognized a s  an a f f i l i a t e d  subs id i a ry  member of USMS. (Appendix D page 152) 

~. - ~. - - 
Club--means-any organiza t ion  o r  group of  permanent cha rac te r  t h a t  a c t i v e l y  prombtes 

' 

and/or  p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  s p o r t s  o r  games. 



District--means t h e  geographic t e r r i t o r y  of an Associat ion.  

Zone--means a  geographical  s e c t i o n  and inc ludes  a l l  Associat ions wi th in  t h a t  a r ea .  
There a r e  fou r  zones. (page 67 of t h e  1981 Swimming Rules) 

Regions--the 60 LMSC's a r e  d iv ided  i n t o  15 regions.  (page 66 of t h e  1981 Swimming 
Rules) 

LSC--means Local  Swimming Committee: a  d i v i s i o n  of United S t a t e s  Swimming, Inc.  
w i th  supervisory  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w i th in  t h e  geographic t e r r i t o r y  of an Association. 

LMSC--means Local Masters Swimming Committee: a  d i v i s i o n  of United S t a t e s  Masters 
Swimming, Inc . ,  w i th  supervisory  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  geographic t e r r i t o r y  
of an Associat ion.  

USMS--United S t a t e s  Masters Swimming, Inc. ,  t h e  e n t i r e  n a t i o n a l  organiza t ion .  

USS-- United S t a t e s  Swimming, Inc . ,  t h e  e n t i r e  n a t i o n a l  organiza t ion .  

Registrat ion--refers  t o  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  of  an i n d i v i d u a l  member of t h e  corpora t ion  
deemed e l  g i b l e  f o r  competition i n  Masters Swimming (25 yea r s  of age and o lde r ) .  'f 
Sanction--is t h e  w r i t t e n  approval of a  LMSC t q  au thor i ze  r e g i s t e r e d  Masters Swimmers 
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a  s p e c i f i c  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  and/or teams 
r ep resen t  t h e i r  coun t r i e s ,  no t  c lubs  o r  o t h e r  organiza t ions .  (not permit ted i n  
Masters Swimmine) 

MS-7 Page 128 - - Sect ion  I11 (B) (1) (c)  - Delete  and r e l e t t e r  remaining. 

MS-8 Page 130 - Sect ion  111 (E) (1) (d) - Delete  Tabulat ion Men and Tabulat ion Women 
and add Tabulat ion and Legis la t ion .  

( f )  An Ex-Officio member from U.S. Swimming 

MS-9 Page 131 - Sect ion  I11 (El (8) - Delete  and s u b s t i t u t e :  a - 4  
(8) Each member of the  Board of Direc tors  s h a l l  have -ith thepe"' 

exception of t h e  Pas t  P res iden t s  who s h a l l  have, c o l l e c t i v e l y ,  one 
vo te .  Ex-Officio members s h a l l  have vo ice  bu t  n o t  vote .  

MS-10 Page 131 Sect ion  111 (F) (5) - Delete  t h e  f i r s t  sen tence  and s u b s t i t u t e :  
(5) The Tabulation committee s h a l l  cons i s t  of t h e  chairman, appointed by t h e  

Pres ident  f o r  a  two-year term, and a s  many members a s  t o  ca r ry  out  t h e  
d u t i e s  of t h e  committee appointed by t h e  chairmen. 



MS-11 Page 132 - Section I11 ( f )  ' -  Add a n e w ( 9 )  and'renumber remaining 
C9). The Leg i s l a t ion  Committee s h a l l  cons i s t  of  the  chairmen, appointed by 

t h e u r e s i d e n t  f o r  a two-veal- term. ~ h e ' c h a i n n a n  s h a l l  choose from t h e  - 
Board of Governors 10 members wi th  a t  l e a s t  2 members from each Zone. 
The Leg i s l a t ion  Committee may i n i t i a t e  and s h a l l  consider  proposed % 

amendments t o  a l l  p a r t s  of t h e  Code except those  r e l a t i n g  t o  Sect ion 
I V ,  Masters Swimming Rules,  a n d  s h a l l  present  them t o  the  annual 
meeting of t h e  Board of Governors with recommendations. :. 

MS-12 Page 135 - @) Nat ional  Championship Meets - add: 
(H) National  Championship Meets - (Recommended f o r  Regional Championships 

when poss ib l e )  

MS-13 Page 134 - Sect ion  I V  (E) - Add a new s e c t i o n  (10) 
4 b  vy (10) Whenw@&swimmers a re  seeded by time and not  by age-groups, t h e  f a s t e s t  - two swimmers i n  each age group s h a l l  n o t  be seeded i n t o  o u t s i d e  lanes.  

-\ m e y  s h a l l  be moved i n  one l a n e ,  o r  given t h e  cen te r  lane  i n  the next  
f a s t e s t  h e a t ,  whichever i s  t h e  most appropr ia te  placement. 

MS-14 Page 138 - Section I V  - add a new s e c t i o n  (L) 
KLb Medical Eaui~ment  - It is recommended t h a t  a o ~ r o ~ r i a t e  EMT be i n  at tendance ~. e . . .. . 

with  appropr i a t e  equipment f o r  s u s t a i n i n g  f i f e  i n  case of  corona* o r  simil2 9 circumstances a t  a l l  meets. -&?An, pa 
-5i-s. . > P 0 C ~ T  - . ..- - 

MS-15 Page 136 (6) - change 
a t 7 ~ b  ma.edc (6). .competitors6@be swum two (2) i n  a l ane  i n  the 1650 and t h e  1500 meter 

,Pb&+ p.- 2 f r e e s t y l e  when only one course (7,8,9 o r  10 l anes )  is a v a i l a b l e  f o r  the  
c? b-3 - - . \J event.-. ~ ~ - L  a = =  .&+.A- _l&J&/ 

MS-16 Page 134 - Paragraph I V  (D) Entry Fees - Delete  t h e  cu r ren t  r u l e  add: 
(D) Entry f e e s  f o r  1 o c a l M a s t e r s  events  s h a l l  b e  s e t  by t h e  Local Masters Swimming 

Committee. Entry Fees f o r  Regional Championships cannot exceed fees  s p e c i f i e d  
\ I  f o r  National  Championships i n  Sec t ion  H (7). 

G - 
MS-17 - Proposal  # 1: 

b A t  Nat ional  Championship meets, t ranspose  t h e  o rde r  of events  f o r  the 500 yd/400 m t r  , 
f r e e s t y l e  and t h e  200 ~ d l r n t r  medley r e l a y ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  r e l a y  event would be con tes t ed '  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  f r e e s t y l e  event .  

\ 
MS J 8  - I11 (E) (1) (d) - Additions t o  s e c t i o n  t o  read: 

(d) The Chai rperson  of the. .  . . , Tabulat ion W S n ,  Championship, 
and I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Masters Swimming 



. . . .  ~~. 
MS-19 - IIr (F) (9) - Renumber ( l l) ,  s e e  3 and 4 below 

8----- 
MS-20 - 111 (F) (new 9) 

(9) The Planning Committee s h a l l  cons i s t  of  t h e  cha i rperson ,  appointed by 
t h e  Pres ident  f o r  a two yea r  term, one member from each of  t h e  zones, 

, C 
and t h e  o t h e r  members a s  may be appropr ia te .  The committee w i l l  
p r epa re  and r ev i se  a s  appropr ia te  a long range p lan  inc luding  s h o r t  

'\ 
and long range ob jec t ives  dea l ing  with t h e  v i t a l i t y  and q u a l i t y  of t h e  
organiza t ion ,  meets promotion, sponsorship and o t h e r  concerns of 
i n t e r e s t  t o  Masters swimming. 

Such a p lan  would inc lude  gu ide l ines  and/or  c r i t e r i a  t h a t  would be used 
\I i n  improving t h e  admin i s t r a t ive  o rgan iza t ion ;  organizing and conducting 

National  and Regional meets; s o l i c i t i n g ,  administer in8,and e v a l u a t i n g  
t h e  sources and uses of extramural  suppor t ;  and o the r  appropr ia te  mat te rs .  

RATIONALE: The growth of Masters swimming r equ i re s  development of a 
p lan  wi th  s h o r t  and long range ob jec t ives .  These ob jec t ives  w i l l  
con t r ibu te  t o  t h e  v i t a l i t y  and q u a l i t y  of t h e  organiza t ion  and meets,  
promotion, sponsorship and o t h e r  concerns. 

(10) The International-Swimming Committee s h a l l  cons i s t  of t h e  Chairperson, 
appointed by t h e  Pres ident  f o r  a two yea r  term, and o t l ~ c r  members as  
may be appropr ia te .  The committee w i l l  encourage, promote and coor- 
d ina te  Masters swimming on an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b a s i s .  -- 
RATIONALE: I n t e r e s t  i n  Masters swimming is growing r ap id ly  i n  t h e  U.S. 
and the  world. 
Much could be done t o  f o s t e r  f u t u r e  growth and development of Masters 
swimming world-wide through communications, coordina t ion ,  and o t h e r  
appropr ia te  a c t i v i t i e s .  
Masters swimming on an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s c a l e  has  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  con- 
t r i b u t i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  improve understanding between people and 
na t ions  of t h e  world. 

MS-22 - I V  (F) (4) - Modify t o  read:  

'.. 
(4) To be considered f o r  Top Ten (Nat ional )  .:,,of each swimmer. For a l l  

i n d i v i d u a l  even i l i t y  i s  based on cursent  U.S. c i t i z e n s h i p  
a s  noted on the  r4 and t h e  t h e  f u l l  name 
and age of each swi%iiEC\- 




